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PREGNANCY AND INFANT LOSS REMEMBRANCE DAY 

Statement by Premier 

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham — Premier) [9.02 am]: Today is Pregnancy and Infant Loss Remembrance Day, 
a day formally recognised each year in Western Australia due to the support and commitment of many campaigners, 
including John and Kate De’Laney and their daughter Mary-Jane, who are here today. On Pregnancy and Infant 
Loss Remembrance Day we take a moment to remember all those who have experienced a miscarriage, stillbirth 
or the death of a newborn, and recognise the impact of this heartbreak. It is an all too common tragedy. Between 
10 and 20 per cent of all pregnancies end in miscarriage. I am proud of the excellent support and pastoral care 
services provided by WA health professionals who work in the field of perinatal and infant loss, including our 
dedicated perinatal loss specialist teams at King Edward Memorial Hospital for Women and the services of 
obstetricians, midwives, paediatricians, social workers, pathologists and psychologists. 

As part of our perinatal loss service, families can choose to have their baby’s ashes interred in King Edward 
Memorial Hospital’s memorial garden, where the names of every baby whose ashes are interred in the garden are 
placed in the memorial garden register kept within the hospital. The memorial garden is a collaboration between 
KEMH and the Matilda Bay Rotary Club, and it is of great importance to the Western Australian community. 

Last year, the Minister for Health and I allayed any fears for the future of the memorial garden. Throughout 2020 
we have been working to subdivide Harvey House and the memorial garden from King Edward Memorial Hospital. 
Although this process has not been simple, work has been ongoing. Today I am pleased to advise the chamber that 
the Western Australian Medical Museum board, which is the current custodian of Harvey House, has agreed in 
principle to accept the licence for Harvey House and the memorial garden. This means that the passionate group 
of people who support the memorial garden and Harvey House can more easily apply for philanthropic funding 
to upgrade or expand the garden site, as well as the heritage-listed Harvey House, and the future of the site will 
be secured. 

Although the process of finalising the licence will likely still take a few weeks, this is an outstanding step forward 
in protecting the garden and Harvey House—something I hope gives some comfort and confidence to the countless 
Western Australians whose lives have been affected by miscarriage, stillbirth and the death of a newborn. 
 


	PREGNANCY AND INFANT LOSS REMEMBRANCE DAY
	Statement by Premier


